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Introduction.

This makes it illegal to 
sell items with a blade 
or a sharp point to a 
person under 18.

The sale of bladed articles has been restricted for 
many years, most recently under Section 141A of 
the Criminal Justice Act. This makes it illegal to sell 
items with a blade or a sharp point to a person 
under 18. That law covered kitchen and cutlery 
knives, garden tools, blades, razor blades (with 
exceptions for cartridges), machetes, and axes. In 
2019, butterfly knives and push daggers were added 
to this list by a Criminal Justice Act.

In the same year, the Offensive Weapons Act was 
also passed by Parliament. For all these bladed 
articles, the rules on age verification have been 
made far stricter.  However, the changes in the law 
have only just been implemented in April 2022 to 
give retailers time to prepare.

In April 2022, the law restricting the sale of knives and corrosive substances 
in the UK was significantly tightened, now requiring rigorous age checks 
both before an online purchase and at the point of delivery. 

Rules on age verification have 
been made far stricter.
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Proven 
Effectiveness.
Sellers must now be able to prove that the system they have put in place to 
prevent online purchases by under 18s is likely to be effective. The package must 
also then be clearly marked that it contains a bladed article and can only be 
handed over to a person aged 18 or older.

While neither the law nor the accompanying regulations specify what 
form of age verification technology is required, it is the government’s view 
that the following examples used by remote sellers would not be sufficient 
to demonstrate that the seller had an adequate system and that robust 
age verification has taken place:

relying on the person purchasing the item to tick a box confirming they 
are over 18

relying in any other way on information provided by the buyer (other than 
a valid form of identification) that they are over 18 without conducting 
additional checks

using payment systems that may require the customer to be over 18 but 
which do not verify age at point of purchase i.e. assuming if they pay with 
a credit card they must be old enough to buy the item

Not Sufficient.
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Delivery.
Another innovation just introduced is to place 
responsibilities on the delivery company as well as 
the seller.  These companies must also be able to 
prove that they took all reasonable precautions 
and exercised all due diligence to prevent the item 
being delivered to a person under 18.

The package must also be 
clearly marked that it contains 
a bladed article and can only 
be handed over to a person 
aged 18 or older.
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Bladed Products.
The latest law also defined a subset of sharp items, termed ‘bladed products’, 
focusing on items with a blade that is capable of causing a serious injury to a 
person which involves cutting that person’s skin.  While there is no definitive list 
of bladed products, the government has listed items it believes are unlikely to be 
considered as such by the courts.  This includes cutlery, pocket knives if the blade 
is three inches or shorter and pizza cutters, for example.

Products which are in this narrower category may not be delivered to residential 
premises at all nor left in a locker for collection (although obtaining it from a 
staffed collection point is allowed). Age verification is not sufficient to allow 
for deliveries to be made, no matter how good the checks, unless they are to 
business premises. There are minor exceptions to the delivery rule for bespoke 
knives made to the specifications of the purchaser, sporting use e.g. fencing, and 
props for historical re-enactments.

But for the most frequently sold 
bladed items such as kitchen and 
cutlery knives, and DIY or gardening 
tools, strong age checks both online 
and on the doorstep are now critical 
to remaining compliant. 

In addition, ‘click and collect’ orders 
placed online also require a robust 
age verification check at point of sale 
as well as at collection.
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Age Verification
Compliance.
At present, the only relevant international standard for online Age Verification technology is BSI PAS 
1296:2018.  Some local authorities already require this as a licence condition for online sale of alcohol, 
so there is a precedent for recognising this as a gold standard.

VerifyMyAge’s age verifications solution has been certified as compliant with PAS 1296 by the Age 
Check Certification Scheme, a recognised UK Accreditation Service approved auditor, giving any 
retailer the most robust defence currently available should the effectiveness of their online age 
checks be questioned by trading standards officers or even the courts. 

Using VerifyMyAge is also likely to preempt enforcement action in the first place 
given our solution is covered by Assured Advice, a scheme whereby a single 
Primary Authority (Cambridgeshire County Council) approves our technology 
and the way in which our clients must use it, and other local Authorities are 
required to recognise that determination if a retailer participates in our 
“coordinated partnership”. This Assured Advice explicitly covers the sale of 
bladed items in relation to the Offensive Weapons Act.

Assured Advice.

VerifyMyAge (VMA) works with a comprehensive range of technology partners to 
create an age assurance ecosystem of data, deep tech and artificial intelligence 
partners, resulting in the most comprehensive and effective age verification and 
estimation solution available.

For more information contact 
Gavin Worrall
VMA’s VP Global Strategic Partnerships

mailto:gavinworrall%40verifymyage.co.uk?subject=
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About VerifyMy.
We create safety tech solutions designed to make the internet a safer 
place, providing safety-tech that delivers the best consumer experience 
without compromising the needs of the business. We achieve this via a 
suite of tech solutions; VerifyMyAge & VerifyMyContent. They both utilise 
an ensemble of over 30 best-in-class AI, deep-tech and data partners 
such as Experian, Microsoft Azure, and Hive Moderation to form an 
ecosystem that is far greater than the sum of its parts.

Learn more about our 
safety tech solutions at 
verifymy.io

VerifyMyAge (VMA) safeguards children by providing frictionless and 
secure age verification (AV) and age estimation solutions for online 
products and services as a global leader in age assurance technology.

VerifyMyContent (VMC) enables user-generated content platforms to 
provide a safe environment for creators, participants and consumers 
of adult content by utilising a complex ecosystem of technologies to 
prohibit the publication of harmful and illegal content.

https://verifymy.io
https://verifymy.io
https://verifymyage.com/
https://verifymycontent.com/

